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Banwarilal Purachit

DO, Mo, GEAGICOND3NIMT
Amgmst 15 2017

D"\.h-"'l.- n—b..lrn_‘q.:‘.,'.r

I am deeply saddemed amil grieved over the sodden dembse of your
bedorred mother Renuks Devi Barkateki. A woman of fortitude, she personified
enthusiasen and hamdlity snd her death is an imeporsble loss to the Siate and the
regian as & whaole.

Lase Renuks Devi Barkntaki, o seasoned and weteran leader is known for
her ardent bove for service of all sorts, She won bove sand affection from all
because of ber compessionabe spproach lowands the needy. Her long sssociathon
with Indism Fed Cross Society needs specinl mention, =5 she facilitated the
ncoess of the needy to the fold of Red Cross Soclety and ensared their enduring
smile. She left an mdelible mark on the minds of her followens and
acquaintanoes by her andable dispoaition. Her comtribation towards society | am
sure will be remembered by posterity.

1 express my deepest sympathy to you and your bereaved family. My ber

soul rest in peace in the heavenly abeds,
With regards,
Yours aincerely,
q;smuﬁl::munm
Mesnaxi Barkataki

Iv'o Late Renuks Devi Barkatski
Panchawnti Ashram , GHNBE Foad
Guwahati -TR1 003
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ICRC

Haw Dalhi, 18 fugust 2007
OEL 17M3T ASALEH

Madam

I i with prafound gried and sadness that | ke lsamad of the demise of
Mrs Renuka Devi Barkhataki, Chairperson of IRCE Assam branch and & Mamber of
IRCS NHG Managng Commimes.

Wirs Barkhatak was & (ros humarilarss who aarsed IRCE Assam Eranch and IRCS
WHD tor & number of years. Under her leadership, the ICRC has worked on a
numbs=r of humaniaran activities wilth the IRCS Assam branch. She wes &
vigionary, who had vary condial ratalion with tha BCRC, | vividly remember meeting
with her last year and found her a very warm and Garing pamon

On bahall of ihe Intemational Commities of the Red Cross (ICRC), | offer my
heart-feit condol=nces 1o Mrs Barkhalaki's famsly rambeve and har Rad Croas
allaaguas

May her Tamily and frienda have ihe coirage and strength o baar this loss and
BTN,

With rereracid Exmeathy, | ramain,

Ws Megny Chaushary
Vice-Dhmmperaos

Irdian Red Cross Socety
Apzam Siain franch
Kidar Read Fancy Barar
Guwanat = TR1001
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14 Auguest 2047

Mr, Manish Chowdhary
Jaint Secretary (Incharge)
Indtan Red Cross Sochety
MHG, Delki

Rei Condolences
Dear Mariizh,

Wi have received the very sad news of the sudden death of Mrs. Renuks
Dewi Barkataki, Chairperson IRCS-Assam Brameh, who passed  away
unexpectedly today.

On behall of the International Federaticn we send our deepest sympathies
ta ber family, friends and colleagues, We regret that the Indian Red Cros
and the Red Cross/Red Crescent movement hawe lost a wery able,
hardearking and a compassionate colleagues who was truly committed to the
Movement principles and an expert in her wark.

With deepast sympathy to you in your great Loss,

Yours,

"L!W”F\B

Cez Mirs. Mirat] Choudhury, Wioe Chalrman, IRCS, Assem State Branch
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INDIAN NATIONAL TRADE UNION CONGRESS
(LMTALC) NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Phone : INP4-TTOIEN "EHELAMI, KENORA™
Fas  : FAM-iPdd 4, BHAI'VEER SINGH MKATG,
Eanal | inhehg@greeilecm MEW DELHI- 110 031

Wb | WA Nl el

COMDOLENCE MESSAGE

It was & shocking news that al of a sudden Smil. Renukades Barkalak
expred. She had renbed her serdices n varioes capacitsEs |iks MLA, Unon
Minisiar at the Canbre, & wel known Sooal 'Worker through vanous fislds
inciuding Red Cross Sociely

&fter refirement from actwe politics sha devobed her @ntire lime far INTLUC
and sinca 1han she assumed ke Presideriship of INTLC Assam Branch,
sha never tumed back and atways marching for ihe bettemmant of the
workers whelhar i is local or migrants

With her initiadive, the INTUC Assem Branch nawe its can building and
trainng cenire which is under the Trust Very oftan she used ba consull me
far variaus arganizational issues.

Witk har departure, INTUC has losl & sanicn colleague

wh

10r. G Sanjeeva Rledoy]

/UL | *_{.:- Phesident
%

| canvey my deap Candolence.

Isell



TG00, P OIT IR
P Lachil s Did. Dibaugark, Amars - TESO0N
Ernied b bt e g el ioe

% Bgidrg Cwi Dirugah

WCUE Gy Dig Hd Prkon Ragsy,
PO
Aol

w

)

fangh

-kahi
Won Fricedart- Indan Mabonal Treds
Congres |IMTUC)

Formra Lfragn Minigist

PABAN SINGH GHATOWAR
Liriody

SR b
13 £
mwmmﬁwmmm MMM mm@mm

m mmmm m mmm ﬁm

mmm m Mm mmmm m m
mmmmwwmmmwmm mm mmmmm
Wm mm i m WMWWW
W ﬁmmmmmmwmm mmw m
i mmmmww mxm

dg fig:

(e fi wTT

Isall




ISl






[ This page keep intentionally left blank ]

1201l



@ T 90! ¢ G 2
Trofm A =

AN TT© /73, W2 o Ferere [ @ vl AfE (@Tre «f 4]
IACS @ (T IR AN ARF @ T A9 | W2 e
(OEF (HTI A O TS 7l TS T2 | (N FZAST (@S
W S TS 1T GHiole TG 25T SN (@G B Il
T TR TB! 2T T AATOZ (O€F HRE | S|
RS QN WA R ToAFe (= TR N (TFE @
GYTS (OEF CHI0e IWI2 (o L A Wifeet | W (THIE T2
Soice (7l et | SR A=A P SL-siid (@R EE MREE
(9€F NGo TEIFER ANGe (@@ PRF < bire e st |
TR (TS s (o9 forpag ifes | @t (i forg < w *sH
ARIGIT TG TG | (ST I 91 IR | (ST (ST
F-(RRETT Rw-TEe e s s ofefee | @ e
(IO FENHOI T SfEFIN WifeF | $58Y by W it
AIRiG1TsT SNfZ AT et <1 SNATS FHRE AT (9F FBFH
O (¥TR 7@l (o€ R o FReiRe vt weYe (2
(Tog 727 9T 3 «fexl fecawiwe sifKers 274 |

T FCAGS 2] FITS (T (©€F FC AT 7425 | a9 ¢
AR FR TERIST FETEe CINR TS e (@S (9] 7191 (W2
A | (0F (ofell TTY A AFW T | (N 7l Sz =hfie
(12 RS T8 FLAT HANGF A7 ST | (2 TS (98 (I

T SRS FU-Tedl IS 40w | Fo7 FeTe9 2_G] 2o

251



e (2 waebice A o'l ame grnE sewg 42 @[l
A SHerd Siocd AfFeEt | 2wy (o€ QoI F[, AAms @@t
25107 2fiog! wiie TR | ool ‘@Fe < Twe (9 (T WGPl
@am FRCE | 2oy (08 RS (F74F I IRF6F [ 91
fRAIZ-7iMre S 274 | YEAIE FHFa @09 (@ AfAEe aFere
Q3 oNfes -z AR | Prg-es efsei «fF ele wofifeg
IR @R (SEET TS TArFIF (s 3 F20 "% 7
A |

®aa AT T oS 9 2lfs T wml wifeet qfne
TR TGS (SEF T W #151 AICBT (Z o7 | (TS SA2TS T
qqEoal (4lier i fea sjfIeaeie Sifzas wreel 2w =9 A€
e (9wl GERE ARE (FIEAIEA S-S Uge
(RIAICE! 72’ | 7! ojf2d! f2bieel Tiged SN G (ores
SRR TN AR, T8 dor ww@isa Eels) w2 |

FRAT e fegal SRS (T e (@9l w9 ANE
FIN-FIE® IWTOI@ Tow (2 A | @@ T ZHioH o4fe (of
et wifsel afex fecmiwe e taez |

T IOF A ATENT PR (@9 (K] IR IR T
o3| WEE PO edfovt IR @B e ARfe-TEne-
AT @ T2 @I SRy BRI i Fiie sl
TR0 | IO R G TS (ST AR Q2 [Foiitg e
(2feet | “Rrye To@s &g4a | AZeE AE (SA0e AT v
=5 Polq (X el ‘e sifsw o1 wire Ffafes | 5 Ao
T S 915 R 2SS ©2 SYAFO IERNET AANCABFRF T
fRsje1 waaIfem (ordes pila 2red SEE ot Agferfspmg
TFI SRS WG (FRIT AT (2fes | ([OF (A< IR0 [0
AR AT S (9 €T RN qfZe! TAFR AL 2o
FAE WG Tl dEIE @3 2T ARGTFRFE e ATl
SISPRIES IR

I ITFOPICE (O(40F G RwFeTe Afoeivy v
FLFIFEE TR ([@NE (09T elf ol (siIZatal o CFaqo

NS |




Tg9 @ T et | @F @FE /eI @3 s ofe
SN TIZ O (FTF-(FIREITRENE SANE (AR ToT 1o I9F0B |
ey 1 e FRCEA | I3 SRR (9€7 e 2ARBEe Sl
TRRE] TA @ FrEGie FEIcel (08 ©F kA @RS 2|
(9ET TMPPETS BHIS B[ ITF0 (M1 ST TG (ol1ZqCo
G SPGB TRACS Tow UGS GF FCIIEAS B T | I/F0H
TSI SN AR @F ITER Aoy Bt «ff T ava |
(SIS Tl GIRNIE @3 WFOR azd FE 93 TFAanIoR
SAfeade A TR MeTE & TA7— G AL |
T 90 e AT 92 IR AmRe e (FRR

GTel9) (NG (2fed | (12 fraes 32 (999 Nfosy s FrmelN
Tl SlemeRe. 213 fRgE | S (@ Gt 2AfRTEE Tgg— (9€F Sbac
At el S Nifefee |

Rfen JZe @FITER gl e (9¢3 SR ifrere
Toh (R | A AR SIS 41 1 IR0 1§ S * AN o
Sl TS R G5! e Sfewe! TH | WS AR N SIAEES
(0%9 Ay wifedt qemife ois TGER! | SARTe SFpiTe (of
MFRoT MHTO! A TGl [ (HTOPFTE Y2 FIECE | (S| Sl
T (@ Tl @Rl 29 (€T TS (T (T (TRl |

@ (R AT (T SIS w2d SoRAR e 26 |
& Porcel T T ARSI B2 (96 W@ (T4 STORT
T2 WIS Sjge 29| Wi (9€7 +if7g Sm-iad e @ ey
(TG S A TG S 10 SN SERE 2 @ SR |

2ol



@ ARmes [ w2 {7 @i
T (iRl

(I AR TR SRR TS SeeeTe 21 (2fee | (@9
ABMTT (T FW *f| (12 JERAT 9w Teludf, FHed] Fe
et @IS e Siifed | 2REE! Sifes Aol S wifers
=1 | CaReRs [ifen sftem Mg cofo 2em-trees B |

(T2 ANHCRRN ST FIFTOR (@R 2 AR J2 Teretiz
COTeT] <k AT TLANZ Tk AZH© Goide] S 2l I | oo
(FEADIS HISAEIE FTTOR FIKTS TOIZ S4B AFFNE AHPS Fi1
| S HIF 2R (Tol Hifeiel =37 oifqwe, A 5o
TG« AR o AT e 2@ ©is F@ =1 AR
FHTS! ST WS NTRFONE T (2 O | ([ 3078
e B FAE GIRIF ] SR T S G- (ETer 2[5l IS
(SGFe! B TR @S (Toed B &4 o1l A | epI-oleTq
(R (SR BN (Tl &1 AT (€ BT 12 PR |

TS| FIETRAS BN 794 (SfSRIT SqRIG QTN TS
2 BT Seesite] T wiifEe, (ofew ABTeRea #51® (TI-HIL
AT 27 LN S 12— (Wiferq Thod M) BT 97 AT
SRR AR 27 A A= e W2 AT o1t | (@it Tefs =g,
ARG TG GFiare 2 oA Somifa e |

eIl 2[Hl-wa Sl SEgiol TR 23 e qmeH [@fe w9
(ARl e | e 2eY «fefty aTeTe (Srded W A
IR T 19l 2A2fRred | (ored F19Ce FU-Teql [@ReE (2fee |
AT FRTTS! @, S (SEFAIZ | (T I [ifen

s




FIN-FE© ABWE TR GFICARIT B (2 AT |

(72 TR AR 161 @el (NS o7 e 7w, & 9o o
cofex e 3fet Jfem #iwiE Tifecsti | 206l t2re— MRS &
Tl AR FIN-FeE A4S 71, S BTSIo— T 7ei-
O eg2d 2ifS SleTelfEs A2Zee! | (@Fe e AR [Haie TTecE
AR o el FeeaRRee gol-Rani-foeeiz O v siiEfee |
FITIE ST fowge I Giael, Few-Reis, At =i Fo19
31 S AT 2L Sifes | SR Soled G Re-G 1P #191©
AR (SERPE Tow (2 AR | o @b s afeat T
FIZ B | G T SIeTst Aeies [ Rewe [edt ot fiig
MR (CoNTS TSN, s e (NoemISiK Fog 26 Te)
Y T TARTA (T2 191 A1 | MR FAB FAR cofew
R (IR @Bl TETe B 4 @A Teite T e s
Tfeaies | v{Ee Were AR (o1 e BiRea (2@ 5 o'a |
12, MR SNE (@3 (Toiz 9dq G31 2e wife 34T 7eet-
0 (TS W (IS (@ AT DR 95 | (2T (FeG Wl
2 O @< METE iz otz ¢4l «f¥e !

(ST B! 7RIS IZTE GO TIPS (2%eT | (W ol
coraes eSS 3ot wifs smix A 7 (I AfS (weelef sibeel
fafe] i ALCH! Jifare #18) Sepiad FfF (ord® Indian National
Trade Union Congress-3 31 SIi<k %S| FIeTS (141 (22T | ST
Totl (Fae INTUCS 2ol @owEs 191 Nifes] o< SToet *35 A,
T TS Wit SISl ol *1Fices qzeE B wAiEfeet | (<
AR (SCACo INTUC-T Fhre a3 (2 Sifeet | (FFeqRl vizeaore
! (ST TG 9'TE INTUC-T SRR #1910 ARG Sietisi-
SCEAGATS T A Tl AR | ABET CRNFERE FI5E Sero
wifee] SNGAGE FZER! TR (€ T O #1201 9l (e
(ST Swie | SRifag F0ag I TSRS AT ©ie (AR
VIR wiN-ged (olbIR & Wl (I @R Zeelere (99 TR
SN (BB QL (3149 ZPOlE (2 Bfofes |

3@l MR (TS [T @Bl =4l T 051 AT loTo

el




RN i ST ZITIR FR915TS #IfFeTS (2T MR AR
Congress (O) =TI (o1 23t Tifo-nmf arfo 2 o't | i st
TS HATF, (@R AR 3 (Tl e w1910 e | RigieTere
w9 PIRE bR TS I ACGHF ARWE (BIF SRS Ihesel
FAICEABA NS TS ATE | GR11 STZIN G2/ 212® &1 (o1l Gl
TR AT PO AT ERTSita W&o (2 @97 ABME @@
TgTers e wtd SIEE HAiEfes oie FfogE Fes mes sfwEm
e |

@SR SI— WWR (FEE TR @F g 72
FEET 2 RSS!, SRS A 78 71, LI I SN TN [
o1 fferefer I Ffea 2t (4 SIE TR TSI AZTEF G12
w5l frfes | Ofea (ToI-Ta iR Re-arem afs Sisdasiat alzeme
Slifes A 2© 799 |

T TIEOH (M7 (TR AR (S0 FRoTwwiq 2 [ i
519 21 7 SPT SR (1305~ (FRFIR Were Seelq envfq 2ifs
Al S SR GRIE ARICZ | S G I61 LRI I SO (51
AT WMES GF AN TP | (@ AR 71 Wi T2
(120! 81 Sz

ABEF (<A 3191 SAEferel @ [ Jg6© | 9969 [0S
THRET] SR 2B SARAM 2 FRACE 3 (NP =g ©F
et | 53 SelcaE (13 wiftg 2ol SsfRfecet | e g figs
Y@@ @ere gt gfil W2 w§ifts S TahreiE 2TNE [ww
C2feEl (@ TRPMEBOR SfOIR 21T (Afe (alfere | T2 &
I A2lE, GBI @9 (AT [l | e ! iz iz
2 SfeT SRR | Fem wweel qiReal fifes @ FINCG! (@Rl
A 24 | TR o1 BOIR ASrCs 7 BTz, (i fofaiasiia
(TS TP E e | S (FRERRE ([ | SRee @ Aizore
fcerz 9ife o et (W9 99 AR €ae | SIS (@' T
I (0 cofenis faey 79N =y« Selig wsica I Sifzaca e
R | wetea JIf =iz (redt IRe A (prowe {7 7 Wiz |
5 FIT, [Fg ToM ISR | =90 =59 grel @ 2 22|

vl




ST (A FI© (O€ F (A, “RIE, ofvl AW FINCE! 77541, W2 P
o niftrg g sifa 1 92 oI el wafa 76, “ARme (I S
vz e T s 17 RS g TeRhre @b e |

ARG (T2, SNCIF Tl SR (2FENTS W2 TS [ SR SN
T IR (STICEE T SHeRE 72 s ARSI sifqes
B srelade BRI S ToAmaE P g FRACE 7T 2@ |
SIS AT AT SIE— (-1 (3 TS AZTE (ToTT
@eCe W2 TR ISPl ik SRR | O @[T @8 SN AT
[DEziegeRenail

122l



Farewell to a stalwart
D. N. Bezboruah

The first time I met the late Renuka Devi Barkotoki (she
was Sharma before she got married) was at Cotton College
some time in 1951. She was almost exactly a year older than
me, and known as not only a good student but also as a
rather fearless and outspoken person. In fact my first
recollection of her was of an occasion when she was rather
vociferously trying to make a point over some argument
relating to a just-concluded debate. I cannot recall what the
subject of the debate was or what remarks she had made
about it, but she sounded very convincing and rational about
what she had to say. I also noticed that she listened carefully
to what others had to say. No wonder, she got a lot of respect
from her fellow students.

For many years after I got to know Renuka Devi,
there were no opportunities of meeting her. The first major
opportunity arose when she was Union Minister of State
for Education, Social Welfare and Culture. That was when
she paid a visit to Mysore in the early 1970s. Naturally, a
visit to the Regional College of Education was on the cards.
Of the four Regional Colleges of Education in the country,
the one at Mysore was the front-ranking one. I was then the
head of the English department there. The principal called
me one day to inform me about the impending visit of the
Minister of State and asked me whether I knew her. When I
told him I did, he requested me to take care of her during
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her visit. Renuka Devi was accompanied by Ashok Saikia,
IAS who was then her Secretary. I recall that Renuka Devi
did me and my family the honour of visiting us at home as
well.

Almost a decade went by after Renuka Devi’'s Mysore
visit without any further contacts. Then in 1983, I was
virtually catapulted from teaching responsibilities into
becoming the editor of The Sentinel. This was unfamiliar
territory, and I needed constant advice and guidance from
my elders. The advice and guidance that I cherished most
came from the late Munin Barkotoky, Renuka Devi’s
husband. Those were the days when I often visited him and
got to know Renuka Devi better in the process.  have known
Renuka Devi as a remarkable person with an amazing
capacity for learning from all kinds of situations. She was
always forthright and rational in everything that she said
and did. She was also very different from women of her
generation for whom logic and rationality ranked much
lower than personal preferences. Renuka Devi believed in
action rather than in words. No wonder, she managed to
get so much done in every sense of the term. She was
meticulous in her planning of whatever she wanted done.
She was also a very compassionate individual with genuine
concern for the needs of the underprivileged and the
unlettered. I have always believed that she was such a great
achiever because she was a good listener and such a kind
one.

With Renuka Devi’s passing away, our society is
much poorer. There are hundreds of people in organizations
that she has supported right through her life (like the Red
Cross) who will miss her presence for the rest of their days.
But Death, the inevitable predator, spares none. We mourn
the passing of a good and kind soul and pray that her soul
may rest in eternal peace.
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Renuka Baideu as I knew her
Deepika Phukan

I had just been enrolled as a 1% year student in Cotton
College, in 1953 and found that Renuka Baideu was also a
student in the same college, as 3™ year student. In those
days the senior students were held in great respect by the
juniors. Renuka Baideu, with her personality, used to
command great respect not only from her juniors but also
from her contemporaries.

I'had known her as a forthright person, who spoke what
she felt to be right. She had a keen sense of humour and was
not afraid to air her views even with people, older than her.

I remember an incident when we entered a class, after
the classroom was vacated by the previous class which had
Renuka Baideu as a student. Someone had written
something on the blackboard trying to make fun of Renuka
Baideu but had got the sentence wrong. Baideu seeing the
uncomplimentary sentence went up to the board and
corrected the sentence and the spelling of the word. This
gave an occasion for the students to laugh where also the
teacher joined. That taught a lesson to the 'Joker'. She led a
busy life with her social and political activities but still found
time to remember her friends of her college days.

We all loved her for what she was and the way she
cared and treated us in those college days. Death is inevitable
and we have to accept it. We will remember Baideu always.

Let her soul rest in peace. Our sympathies to Meenaxi
for this irreparable loss.
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My Friend : Renuka Devi

Banti Nabis

Born in 1932 to Rudra Kanta Sharma and Dharmeswari Devi
of Uzanbazar, Guwahati Renuka Devi never kept herself
isolated from the centre of contemporary issues and
problems. She always addressed any social and political
issues distorting public life. She was actively involved with
the Congress party as a student activist and took up the
responsibility of Seva Dal commander of Assam Congress
when Gandhiji visited Guwahati in 1947. My association
with Renuka dates back to our childhood days. I distinctly
remember that from school right up to university she was
invariably a part of the student unions and also contributed
selflessly to many voluntary organizations. Right from the
beginning I used to be amazed with her leadership and
organizational qualities - vehemently reacting to any kind
of social injustice. These qualities grew stronger and stronger
as days went by.

The impact of meeting Gandhiji transformed Renuka
to be a spirited leader. She served the Congress in several
capacities. In 1962, a new chapter in her political life began
she was elected to the Parliament. As a parliamentarian she
took particular interest in issues of social security,
community development, welfare of women, etc.
Humanitarian action is the fruit of a collective effort but to
be effective it needs the leadership of experienced and
committed people. In 1983, Renuka Devi was bestowed with
the responsibility of Secretary of the Guwahati Branch of

hevl



the Indian Red Cross Society. She also became the Chairman
of the Assam Branch in 1996. She served the INTUC in
different capacities too. Her role as a social worker extended
to different fields of philanthropic activities run by such
organizations as Bharat Seva Mission, Deaf and Dumb
Association, Children's Home, etc. besides being associated
with several women's welfare organizations and educational
institutions. She was also associated with the Assam State
Freedom Fighters Association. I was fortunate enough to
work with her closely through that Association.

She was also nominated as the first and only woman
Navaratna Director of ONGC in 2003. Her dedication
towards the uplift of society and the downtrodden should
remain as an inspiration to the younger generation. May
her soul rest in peace!
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Remembering Renuka Baidew
Manju Chaudhuri

My nostalgic memory of Renuka Baideo goes back many
years when as a young girl I used to meet her in our Ambari
residence, which in those days was a meeting ground of
people from various walks of life, be it socio-political,
literary, art, music etc. Baideo was always a leading
participant in discussions about socio-political matters with
my father Shri Girin Chowdhury (popularly known as
Montu Mama). Their association had been life-long and my
father was very fond of her and treated her like her own
daughter, and as such we children looked up to her as our
elder sister. Whenever she was around her warmth and
vivaciousness would reverberate through the whole house.
We, the younger generation, used to wonder what drew
them together and realized that both were keen to serve
society and used politics for the benefit of people.

The Shishugram in North Guwahati was a culmination
of such discussions. Having myself worked in the SOS
village in Greenfields, New Delhi, under the famous savant
Late J.N.Kaul, I happened to mention this concept of SOS
Villages, when both of them were planning to set up an
orphanage at North Guwahati. They heartily accepted this
concept and as a result today two such orphanages are
flourishing at North Guwahati and at Azara.

Next when I met Baideo, it was in Delhi. By this time
she was a central minister of state for education and social
welfare. As all know, she made a mark as a very forthright,
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efficient and capable minister. Her door was always open
for anyone needing her help and guidance. She could win
the hearts of people with her wit, humour and her
straightforward attitude. She was an icon for the Assamese
community in Delhi, and I recall a get-together at her
Ministerial garden; she held such meets often on many
occasions. I had the privilege of seeing her in the Parliament
sessions where she could hold her own and made an
indelible mark as a forthright and forceful debator and could
earn the attention of the House cutting across party lines.
Seeing her performances in the Parliament of this Iron lady,
I felt a few notches taller with pride.

My last few years of close association with Baideo as
President of Bishnu Nirmala Trust made me realize I have
much to learn - how efficient and involved she could be, in
actively conducting and guiding the task of the Trust in spite
of the fact that she was associated with so many other
organizations in the state as well as at the centre. She brought
forward many new ideas for improvement and development
of the Trust. Having worked with her closely, her passing
away all of a sudden has left a great void in all of us.

Baideo, I do miss you very much as my mentor and
guide. Be happy and at peace wherever you are. May your
soul rest in peace.
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Renuka jethai

Stuti Goswami

Death and life are akin to the two sides of a coin. Life begets
death. But does it make life any less meaningful? It does
not. True, life is transient and ephemeral. But what adds
meaning and lends significance to life are one’s actions —
how many lives has one touched, how much has one’s
presence in someone else’s life given him/her strength,
hope, solace, support, and how much love has one been able
to spread — during one’s lifetime. Renuka jethai was such a
person. She was a formidable woman, rooted to her soil,
spreading smiles in the lives of multitudes, a successful
politician and a veteran social worker, a woman in many
ways ahead of her time. My acquaintance with jethai
occurred a few years ago when one of my former teachers
referred me to Meenaxi ba for a project for the Munin
Barkotoki Memorial Trust. In time, my association with
Meenaxi ba and jethai transcended the professional as the
said project, a book that is now with a leading publisher of
the country, dragged on pulled by various unforeseen
hiccups. Of course I continued to be involved with various
activities of the trust. But it was my personal association
and attachment with jethai and ba that became the fulcrum
around which my involvement with the Munin Barkotoki
Memorial Trust revolved. I started addressing her as jethai
and got to relish not just the food she would cook with her
hands whenever I went but also her chidings for something
silly that I might have done, like wearing oversized hoops
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for instance. Her caring and loving nature was endearing
and I in turn grew fond of her to an extent where I could
give her a peck on the cheek, now and then, whenever I
went to Panchabati.

Unlike a lot of other people who have written here, I
might have known her for a comparatively shorter period
of time. But those memories will remain among my most
cherished memories forever. Today, as we all reminisce her,
I think it is important for us to remember that life is to be
celebrated. Renuka jethai was a lady who lived her life, facing
each vicissitude like a rock, and yet who never forgot to
celebrate life with those little joys of life, like enjoying a cup
of tea and her favourite nimki or some chanachur for instance.
May she rest in peace and may she continue to inspire
women across generations and across time.

Love you jethai and I am sorry thatIdidn’t go visiting
you oftener as i always planned to, especially when you
were unwell.
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Ma-sun
Ishani Sarmah (Tiya, Grand Daughter)

Popularly known as Renuka Devi, but for me my Ma-sun-
aita.

The doorbell rang and there she was with her caring,
loving and mesmerizing smile, my Ma-sun-aita. I rushed
out and hugged her with a great delight, that finally she has
come to meet us. Whenever she was there, a wave of joy
spread around the house. Every time she came she brought
something for me. My room stacked with those things which
reflect the amount of love and care she had for me. That
love and affection she has for me. That love and affection
has never reduced, instead it has increased.

My visits to Ma-sun's house were awesome as both
of us were animal lovers. She had cats which I was afraid of
earlier but then when Ma-sun introduced me with them,
we all became friends. I use to love going to her house as
she always kept amazing chocolates for me. It was like me
and Ma-sun were made for each other. This point is further
proven as we both share the same nickname "Kali Maai". I
loved it when Ma-sun used to call me by that name. We
were like Best Friends Forever. The word that describes us
is "inseparable". Our love for each other will never be
reduced. When we moved permanently to Guwahati from
Pune, I saw her for the first time and it was love at first
sight. The moment I saw her I knew that this is a person
who is only and only mine and I will never share her with
anyone else. She means the world to me. I remember the
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day when her car arrived at our gate and a pile of note books,
pens and a very prestigious photo of her came with a note
she had written for me. The next time I visited her house
there was my favourite thing sitting beside her -- a dog. My
mouth still waters thinking about the delicious snacks she
gave to me and how I munched on them hungrily. Even the
smallest memory of her makes me smile. I guess no one will
ever understand our relationship, filled with love and
affection.

Having a grandmother like her is the best thing  have
ever had. I loved her, I love her and I will always love her
and I know that she will always be there with me in my
good and bad times.

Love you Ma-sun-aita.
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THROUEH HUMAMITY TO PEACE Fiord L BEEND

Indiean Red Uross Society et
Fan T IWERID
COOMETITUTED UNDER ACT 5% 0F 1535
ASSAM STATE BRANCH
ST T

L L

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION

This meeting of the Mannging Commities of the Indian Bed Cross Society, Assam
St Beanch pnd Guwehati Distriet Branch condode fior the a8 and sudden demise of
the Cheirman of Indian Red Cross Society, Assam State Branch Smti Renuks Devi
Barkaiaki oo 14% Auguse, 2007 at 1P in the Guwebati Medical College Hospital,
Guwahstl, Assam.

s Smii Barkmski was the Hony Secretsry of [RCS, Assen Stawe Branch
since 1982 and working a8 Chalrman till death.

« She was the 1™ Lady Mistsier of Assem in the Ceniral Cakinet.

«  President INTU, Assam Branch.

& She wis awsrded @ “Shield of Honour' by the Prime Minister of Indiz in
recognition of gErvices rendered to e working class.

& Shp was nomisabed as the frst and only women Moverstna Director of the Oil
and Waural as Corpormion (ONGC) in 2003

s Seli Barkmteki wes @ member of Mational Menaging Body of IRCS, NHO,

Mg Dhelhi.

Presidint, Assam Siace Boml Waorkers Federation.

Wice President, International Confederation of Free Trade Union, Geneva.

President, All Indian Wamen's Confizrence, Assam Branch,

Ciererel Secretary Assam Sise Freedom Fighters Association.

President, Easters Indsa Waomen's Association.

She was the Presiden of several Trade Unioas connected with construetion,

engineering, transport, winmen s [Wboor and agricultural |abaur.

We the Red Cross fienily of Indlen Red Crass Beciety, Assam Stete Branch deeply
peived an the sudden and sad demise of Sevl Kemuke Devi Barkataki, Cheirenan,
Inddian Red Cross Society, Assam State Branch.

& @ B & ¥ ¥

This meeling condale the death of oor beloved Red Crosser Smu Renuka Devi
Barkataki and praver for one mimute for e sternal peece of the departed soul in the
hesvenly ahode and offersd condolence i the bereaved Eamily.
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EASTERN INDIA WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION

[Feepd. in 1053 under Socketies Reglwration Acl.1660)

F. & Ahimad Bulkdng (First Tloor],
Lakhiokis, Gusshati-T81 201,

Frosigan | M. Minss Choudhury
SATYAM, K. A, B Moad,
Bhamsiumigkh, Guwahat 731 0

T . = T T e O

Dear Meenaxi Barkataki

The members of Eastern India Women's Association
are deeply saddened on the passing away of their
Chairperson Smiti Benuka Devi Barkataki on 14th
August, 2017. Late Baido was a strong pillar of our
organisation and we will remain ever grateful for all
her valuable advices and guidanca.

On 17th August, 2017 members met at their
Lakhtokia premises and obsarved a minute silence for
the peace of the departed soul and prayed to God fo
give you and your family anough strength to bear this
loss.

Meanu Chowdhury Monisha Baruwa
Pragident, Hony. Secretary,
EIVWA, EMVA.
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AMAL BHAVAN
CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS

ASSAM STATE COMMITTEE
Chandmari Colony, Pub Nizarapar, Guwahati-781003
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BISNU NIRMALA TRUST, GUWAHATI

[A Dream and Concept of Bisnw Ram Medhi an archiect of modern Asssen and famer Chied
Mirister of Assam and Gevermaor of Madras)

k. . MEDHE RDAD, GUWAHATI-TE1 001

Esabliched & “Regraterad sw 1965

L Thaty _,l'qrfg[r.li.

CONDOLENCE MEETING

& condolence misling-wc Beld a1 the Bisnu Nirmala Trust premises on 16 &ugust
2017 &t 5pm 1o condole tha shocking suddan and sed demise of gur Presdent S=ii
Rinuka Devi Borkokoky, who was besides bedrg our Fresdant of thi Trust was @ gersan
of many splendounad gualities | @ humanitaran to the core, with great fesings for the
deprived and downirodden She was Prasident of INTUC, Red Cross of Indis and
Sishugras  alang with hining close onnect with such other senvice sodetes.ln the
polkical Aeld she was a luminary both i thie Seete &t well a5 in the center | where she
wak & miniler of Education . There she made 3 mark a5 a very compacent and e
Minkter . Her passing away & an irepirsble logs and she hee left s woid in the Sooio
Political fald in the (ountry

All members condoled by cbserdng one minutes sBence and priped for the sternal
peace of the departad soed and ko pve strenpth aned forilbede 1o ber daughter and
members of her Family bo bear this irreparale loss
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THE ASSAM CO-OPERATIVE AFEX BANK LIMITED:
HERD JOFFICE:: PANBAZAR ::GUWEHATI-1

ST R R R R R T

M ACARUHEVADRIMOET | Tl by Dt 165,008 2017

(Adne. Daptt.)

CONDOLENCE MESSAGE

The meeling of the officers and employees of the Assam Co-
aperafive Apey Bank Lid held an 14,08 2017 under the Chasrmanship of
Bri 8.5 Shasti , Managing Oirecior of the Bank condoled the sudden
dealh of formmer Unlon Minister and Vice-Chairperson of the Bank, Renuka
Devi Barkataki. The members recalled her immense contnbutions for
development of this premier Co-operative inetitution and termed har demiss
a5 @n imeparable loss to the Bank. Late Barkataki was a dedicated Social
worker and 8 symbal of strangth for the weaker sections of the society. The
mambers deeply mourned her daath and exprassed heartfalt sympathy o
tha bereaved familty and prayed before the Almighty for the peaceful abods
of the departed soul

For and on behalf of the
officers & employees of the Bank.

PR

(5.5, Shastr)
Managing Director
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THE APEX BANK BTAFF ASSOCIATION
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HAGA.J NIGAM KARMI UNION

Date:-16-08-2017

CONDOLENCE MESSAGE

¥e the members of Kagaj Migam Karmd Unlon,Nagaon Paper Mill, desply mourn
and axprass our profound soerows at the sudden and untimely demise af
Renula Devi Barkataky, President of Kagaj Migam Karmi Union, prominent
INTULC leader, Chairman of the Indian Red Cross Society of Assam Branch, Ex
Union Minister , Ex Momber of Parliament, who left us all for his heaveniy
abode on 14-08-2047, at 1-40 PM at Guawahatl Medical College Hospital at the
age of 85 years,

We corvey our intense grief to the bereaved family members of our belowed
leader, Late Barkataky and sincerely pray the Almighty for bestowing eternal
peace to the departed soul and also to grant courage 1o the members of the
bereaved family to baar the sevens |ass so caused.

“MAY THE DEPARTED S0UL REST IN PEACE"

Far & on behalf of Kajag Nigam Karmi Unéon
Magaon Paper Mill , Eagajnagar.

|Anan alai)
General Secretary
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NALBARI ZILA MUKTI JUJARU SANMILAN, ASOM.

BRANCH OF ASOM MUKT! JUJARL SAMNMILAN
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ASSAM CHAH KARMACHARI SANGHA

CENTRAL OFFICE
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At Munin Barkotoki Literary Award presentation ceremony, 2010
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At the closing ceremony of Munin Barkotoki birth
centenary celebration programme




Renuka Devi Barkataki : A Profile

Date of Birth :
29th November, 1932

Date of Death :
14th August, 2017

Family status :

® Daughter of late Rudra Kanta Sharma and Dharmeswari
Devi of Uzanbazar, Guwahati

® \Wife of late Munin Barkataki

® One daughter, Meenaxi

Address :
Panchabati, GN Bordoloi Road
P.O. Silpukhuri, Guwahati-781003, Assam

Academic Qualifications :
Science Graduate from Gauhati University

CAREER PROFILE

As an activist and politician :

® Active in the Moina Parijat during school days

® Commader of the Seva Dal when Gandhiji visited Guwahati
in 1947

® Seva Dal Commander of the Assam Congress

® Convenor, Mahila Congress, and Youth Congress activist

ISR



of Assam

® Member of the Indian Youth delegation to Moscow in 1957

® Secretary, Reception Committee of the 63rd Session of the
Indian National Congress on Guwahati in 1958

® Secretary, Assam Pradesh Congress Committee, in charge
of women, Seva-Dal and constructive work upto 1962

® Elected to Parliament from the Barpeta Constituency as a
Congress candidate in 1962 Remained with the Congress (O) when
the Congress split in 1967 and became the General Secretary of the
Assam Congress (O)

® Elected to the Assam State Assembly from Hajo
constituency as independent candidate in 1972; became Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Detained for 19 months as political prisoner
during the Emergency period 1975-1977

® \Vith the amalgamation of the Congress (O) with the Janata
Party in 1977, became a member of the Janata Party

® General Secretary of the State Janata Party and member of
the National Working Committee of the Janata Party

® Elected to Parliament for a second time in 1977 from the
prestigious Guwahati Constituency as a Janata party candidate

® Appointed Minister of State for Education, Social Welfare,
Culture, Youth and Women’s welfare in the Morarji Desai government
in 1977

® After the disintegration of the Janata party in 1980,
concentrated on social work and trade union activities

® Later rejoined and till date remain associated with the
present Congress (1) party.

As a Parliamentarian :

® [n Parliament, took particular interest in the problems of
relief and rehabilitation of refugees, social security, co-operation,
community development, local self-government (Panchayati Raj),
education, defence, and welfare of women, scheduled castes and
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tribes.

® Served on many important select committees of Parliament
dealing with legislation on education, finance and social security.

® \Was member of the select panel of consultants which the
Planning Commission set up to consider the social welfare and social
security sector of the 4th Five Year Plan

® As Minister of State in the central cabinet, contributed to
the formation of the All India Women’s Commission, Northeastern
Council (NEC), Indian Council for Child Development, and setting
up of many central schools in various northeastern states.

As a Trade Union worker :

® Vice President of the Indian National Trade Union Congress
(INTUC) Assam between 1980-1992

® Treasurer of the INTUC, Assam between 1987-1992

® Ex-President, Assam State Rural Workers Federation,
affiliated to the International Federation of Agricultural and Allied
Unions

® Ex-Vice President, International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions (ICFTU), Geneva

® Ex-member of the ICFTU Women’s Committee, Brussels

® Currently President, INTUC Assam

® Currently member of the National Working Committee of
the INTUC

® Currently President of several trade unions connected with
construction, engineering, transport, women’s labour and agricultural
labour

As a social worker :

® \Worked in the hills and tribal areas of Northeast as General
Secretary of the Bharat Seva Misison

® Formerly President of the Bharat Sevak Samaj, the Deaf
and Dumb Association and other organisations working for the
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welfare of the poor and the handicapped

® Connected with the Cooperative Movement

® Connected with many educational institutions and various
women’s and child welfare organisations

® Honorary General Secretary of the Guwahati Branch of the
Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS) since 1983

® Chairman, Indian Red Cross Society, Assam branch from
1996 till date

® Currently President of the Assam branch of the All India
Women’s Conference (AIWC) and Member of the National Working
Committee of the AIWC

® General Secretary, Assam State Freedom Fighters
Association

® President of the Eastern India Women’s Association

® Chairman of the Committee running the largest Nurses
Training Centre of the IRCS

® Chairman of Committees in charge of running two
orphanages in Guwabhati

Also worth mentioning :

® Awarded a ‘Shield of Honour’ in 1997 by the Prime Minister
of India in recognition of services rendered to the working class

® \Was nominated as the first and only woman Navaratna
Director of the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) in 2003

Major International Conferences and Meetings attended

® Attended the UN General Assembly as an observer

® Studied the socio-economic conditions of American Indians
in New Mexico, black Americans in ghettos and the working of the
Tennessee Valley Administration in the USA under the sponsorship
of the World Assembly of Youth

® Attended the Education Ministers Conference at Colombo,
Sri Lanka and the Social Welfare Ministers Conference at Vienna,

[INEACH|



Austria under the UN as the leader of the Indian delegation

® Attended several sessions of the International Women’s
Conference at Dublin, London, Moscow, etc. as leader of the Indian
delegation

® Attended the ESCAPE meeting at Bangkok as member of
the Indian delegation

® Attended International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
(ICFTU) meeting at Japan in 1993 as member of the Indian delegation

® Attended Seminar organised by the Women’s wing of the
ICFTU at Tokyo in 1993

® Attended International Federation of Agricultural and Allied
Unions meeting in Geneva in 1993 as leader of the Indian delegation

® Attended Peace Conference in Baghdad, Irag, on invitation
of the Iragi Women’s Conference

® Visited many other countries in Latin America, Europe,
South East Asia in various capacities over the years
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