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Munin found himself amongst strangers and so was shy of the company of the
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bench in the class. | took the initiative to converse with him; in a few days it
was clear that we had many common interests; ... As | became more and more
familiar with his habits, whims and hobbies, | discovered that he had developed a
habit of reading good books, newspapers, magazines etc. regularly. While at
Calcutta he must have got plenty of scope to nourish his habit. He surprised me
by the sweep of his knowledge of the famous books by great Bengali writers.”)
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of the Curzon Hall Library, and read for hours, late into the night.”)
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Before | started writing, | had been outside the periphery of the Assamese literary
circle. 1 was hardly familiar with any of the Assamese writers who dominated the
field. As such, it was one of the happiest days of my life when | suddenly
received a letter from Munin barkotoki. He must have really put in a lot of effort
to write to me as he did not even know my address. It was a pleasant surprise
for me to learn that he was familiar with most of my writings. | do not think that
| should reproduce what he wrote about my writings — he was rather too generous
in his praise of them. ... Sri Barkotoki wrote to me without even knowing me
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6T (08F Folde JfE=A|l  (Politics for him was necessary only so far as it

had the power to improve the lives of the people, specially of those who needed
help. It was not surprising, therefore, that Gandhiji was his only real hero in the
political arena. He was a true Gandhian in his own thoughts and beliefs. In his
youth however, the Marxist philosophy must have appealed to him. For in the later
life, there were traces of that influence to be found in his austerity and detachment
from worldly possessions and in the code of strict discipline that he adhered to all
his life.”

INT TIFORE TS eF AHET TOE 7Y IO T [EFT (RERGIF
(RIS e P A MRRWE  [Rw, “cres e (9 JifeTe Ty
Hofed IEEfed IR0 (BT ISAGF Todme TTeF WuNF e sereifad
YTEITe AT IE (C@e TeEms gfes (e SeE (Mg s T 5@

O S TkA0e Slgde Sqeifas JHEN IHE AE@ 32 FI1 AP AEIR

(B AW g Tustfl MEfReT| RERE 4298 5F MFIT S35 &F A

FFodY fRgm M I @ W-TINF IAE (e@Wes 3857 BfF GifkEn ... (ewte

TTeFT M@ 9F SulF IS AT TN Hifeee|”
f3e Frepfan o1 soEm Iodifefn AfffegaE uE JAla IIF6919

TREAERE I U @w, AT J99oR@  Fel AR, SRewsT  FEE,

TRAMF A, WiRe SNEea FEE o fbarfa o35 [ReEr a8 SaE @ae
(B8 I TTey ST AT @R 1 5 93 THEE SAFe (w8 anfe
WEAF| WRE[BT ABIIF| B, AR, MIMTere@ (687 A6 AfRET nfed
B TAREERE PRI (©8F I Afed Sreerm ow| (8T ftarETe
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AT TfoTelAm SR SMoTeRme [qa a3F, TF[EFR|I SEIFBH T (©8F
ffaEEe @@ 9FEY wIfel qfeed (FF oot aFe @FEER - ;M

a3l an

TN TTOIeR QBT FEF, (68 ¥ FRT @@f{fwwT” 92 IRoe SEIFT

@ AN IIFCRN C-EPE (F90 TRGIS TAN oy, IGT  A9wm,
AEem~ o IGAN SPIT HSONRINT AT | AF 939 B FF@]  JaAl
IIFLAF O FRIE MT SF AEREA, T a6 (087 aAfed selX T4,
CREIF (TR GERl 93 FA ANAF) TIF69T (TR T =7 T

(©)
TE-A FFTe TuF WrEfes Pfens IfEFE TAfFe el NEy
B eI e T @ae AT s Rl @%e @a3Ts ARIT @[
IIFLHT ARNIRE SiFd Afed (@R THRT  (@8F  JEEN SIS [arst

IIFLIIS ‘From One Solitude to Another’ NS I9%Hs~<T 93 3@ ﬁﬁi\ SIS

(TR IF| Al II96919 Sife o53e (087 Ferffd am fom IFt M-
UTE 9 I @O IR aFEe FEE, RAE a5 7 @ FEF |\
IFRE FTAT SIF T TII 92 (AT fSete A@ ALRSE WAl T
@M T, @FEEAR TRE ReE W3 @t y@Ee owme 771 {Est orEes
YOI I5d I (FPINT (0@ [I8F FEE, IF (08 RF@ o I<RT FIF
FT FCIEE 5FT-7361 g [F{I-T18 R FEE (@8 feay 31 [
FAER Iqed dIEE| J[F FTeIFI{ IR e, fAoF ffa-sRaT
TeNTe AW A 6FT FE [I AEH FeF@ @EWE Sad-fAdm FET
MRE, G} 799 ToF AR TFI O &R YA I9969 o5 (@87 T3 (FISHI
WS IIFLIF TR Afs ¥FT Twffe TREH| TEN-F q@T ¥ 2 S Ige
I FIT BfEeI A DES G GAE TS ® WARNT A{F R e
ARE Fse SiFT-Fee g@ e 75 (Fae faor afe@E s S s
e Mg I T TE g9Fe fAfitR, “If Baba managed to survive,

despite his absolute inability to cope with the dull practical details of living, the
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credit goes entirely to my mother. For she not only took upon herself the day-to-
day management of the household, but even of Baba’s affairs as well. My parents
are very unlike each other — my mother is the practical, efficient doer, my father
the totally impractical and absent-minded dreamer. | have often wondered how two
people of such contrasting natures could have spent a lifetime together. Perhaps, it
was only because they were so different that they complemented each other so

beutifully, and made such an unbeatable combination.”

fes FAF Trexde 639 FX P AT IIF09 AARST NIE THI©
o8 SRT-SI€ & AfFT @ TR o FF 561 9271 (087 SFEEE T

Mo IR TR, “... S IO AT FF 20T 95T 28 SIRAT CIEfRE B

Y fuE ARER FAA-efF T TG @FES FEAST e N ((@E I 2R

R FEE AE| TN FA B & (08 @ B FE A A«E v g

I A% Ffo IpfFe fE AwT ©dF1” MAG IIFe9@ ™, “He also had a

very good sense of humour and capacity to laugh about small and simple things.
His sense of fun was as simple and innocent as a chiid’s. And what is more, his

jokes were, more often than not, directed at himself.”

AT TIFHIN FAAT (FAe P TR ATIGE ANE  fIST ToaT A7
fFerT FrE (FaTd INRe @Rl (88 Ao qRIFe aFAE SF e
ToFA S>¥8 TS FFFW AF¥w JFFES @ Hbe @EE TRe  GFT
AN (OfeTR TWF TusNm RIFGES e (AT 961 THRFEe  BF
NATFS] A TEF TEEA] IF] WS NReasare armsfimms faes g a5 e
FT I RIT@E@ O 9B T ToFe YA ITFCIE @, ¢ ... W

T AEGA - TeFFee I N (RIEEE ATHE-Sof¥ 4@ A THFEO

TFPT IS @ (CEF [FTel3 TR, AeIFF AR qR| ... [For&" e

TFT AT (@FNETES IENFAITF T2 (O@F AFIE Ao AFT TR | (&=51-
EERFNE e (AR [Rm M oo yRERFer I (N TR oy oS
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oefdfy T @3 wNEE @, FfSFBT FEE O SHEA TNITe Ay oS-
TROIGRE OMEIe (T TRE| ... }I6e FGT of the making of books — fFerT
F9 AT Ao (NF ISR TR IS FOSHAETA FT KT FGT IMT TF oA
AT NFel (FMoF8 TIR FET (@F&@fS”

87 e TEY FA ‘@A IARFT A fAsf-ReEEE T (98T 9%
P AT AT SRIF I (T IR AT oo Wel afe| fKego-
Feww fFerT APNE FFPT (AT (I RO (F 51 TWVO AR (7 FA

IAsMe @Y F9 @RI TWOER @&, “..(0QE TN Ikl g97F NS LRT
FRGE T TTNEF BHE FO0T IR ANE R 59 INEE @A TEesian

&% — (M6 (N6 INEE| ITFOHT AT @I qe, F& Tor-amF, [I THF
@, TG FTHT 799 e WMo @ ke e o w57 F5 456 @R
P2, e F=RTE snE F7s FE7 NI AF IS IS 75 I IJFRT a7
T [ AT ©F (R (@(RET ERATI” R @(NEIER Tl W F 99T ToA
A GB THR AWOUIP [[FAE® (FNE, (A ey MP@R T (@@
(@8 (AF A FIFoRN IS TAFe T [EEE I8 (BBF TR (TR

TETTT T8F @RET G AICFe IIIFCIP F(A, “WzS, N ¥ =17 =7 IR

O @R [ 9B PN T wg1” vy WReeE ffRw, ‘s fmen -
el o B 49Te e TERNF | B AW @ AW IRffe e ToPR

AT TR o ITILFIT TE-FFT [RATF O IR STope] SFeffd HfR M|
g, ‘fFely FERAGL SR fsfa-sRensE TTus’s g6 a8 =ofRd, AGEH
AE AT I 9F WRANeT AN AH©  MERT| AT wPe Al
IIFLS IR il AR R e a9idTe & ¥ (08T SIRGIT T6T-
FPE INEA For, S¥o@ Wit I FFe-AENEAT R0, M, B3,
aifn fasfa, sRewsr oy TR-RFR TuFe WAt A 7 e By
TOMAIST O JFaqiy FRTF T @ A I9Fe@ AW AN AHe
@ BEMET (88 TAF (FOA3 TwE APMET Mardt I7F69@ FR®, “To find
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most of his life’s work, and meticulously and painstackingly acquired collection of
books, reduced to formless brown powder devastated Baba completely. He had
absolutely nothing to show for his past and it was too late to begin all over
again. From then on, his physical problems were nothing more than his way of
mourning over that colossal loss.”

SIRGIA HF IRE T@oe JAq IIFCHF a7 Fg Taw IR A I3
MR AR (@87 Iy ¥ ke swfie fAfey MRifRE enjfiaE A e
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ATIe AEARFeIE (08 BIRSTET o1 [{ftvy & =fFe e W@ (&FF9
ME 96T ¥9FF @ (O3 AFME I bR Ifeed; (N AR (©8F RN SIS
TS THHECE I ¥F TEINT THT NPT 4TI 49D FA6 st
FIFLIA SMSE STEFeT Wg 5 Sysiet gfS ofzer| =g, 9T SRE I bR

YF ATYG] MO FAF AT29 TRO S0 549 dE@FS BT Y ofsy ﬁﬂ'

ITFLHIS g T
TE TEN I FUATM RIFE e QR MEEFEE [@oF Sga-mfa

TOE YA TIIFORT @@, ... TGRT AN IRTORF N2 AJPR TGN, [FF

(T I@ TR GRS TRF I TF — FAR fFoF Afowy ¥ IF MF -

‘Man can transcend himself’'| foIFE A@S TG CRRTE GaFT FHT I
3 ew I FI-TFIAM] SFE TRAER 927 (I[OT ARSI I AR)
RN RS oA IR FE A gfiT FSGe IPE AaEEs Yo |
@8 AT FRE Y IR, AA@ET oS qGeT A TfReiT MWEE 7RIS
SiTds I Tgm IET - GHRGE ¥ GF SF-wfq” 3 SEg-wiae
it AT ITFCIRE AP (FTR AT, AR IANF TH I I I SlFac
AEE SHEFE FEE, ©8F SiFa-Fes Aow FF 3@ cEfifdw owe

@fes oo ©8F @ W arifis T INT, OO0 @FET TET TR * **

17



GRT : (b)) YA FIFoIIF g Tme & R (TREGEST T
AT ITFoR FoAGAD IANH TF AGIG FITT FIN SFAR®I IR TAF Al
ITFCIIT SIFd AF FOTRIT AT FFfe (FANEAT TF T TR®| (O
(FRAFAT %9 I e O@N P TA|

y) fifSaeds gt AT IIF6H - THWF : SCTG IIFLI!

X) RS YA ITFLF — TS : SUFG TIFOH!

©) AT ITFCP TRT: FWANGAT — AT SO

8) FRAFIN AT IIFLI — JOA RN

GRT : () gfcerm™ g F-frps afs Jdliq 3996919 N (FRWRE Sv
N Sfe ofF afowee "o AT IIFoIIT QI RS T I Al

ITFLH WEF THT FAIMTG| SHd¢ TagTq e ITwE ofim IwIF e
fewfoT™m afseRme (RF-ERFF Swid @R STaeT 93 A S[ad
IS MRSy J6T AGRLGR AR AfSINT 5P wow dfeerndr (13FF a3
T e F1 @RI

GFT : (©) FAF IIF6I AF AT FIFeP NWNT @ SIS
muninbarkotoki.org WY ABT (FIRZ6 IM®R| M@ REHEI'® [l IIFOHIT [T
T TET (TRR, [T TFA, TOE 9IS, NI IIFoP, O FTERSER!

TAEET Ffe JfesTe Aqoss fefser |

@F : (8) AT IIFoAIF SII-fefeE 23d wWfed ‘wTIrE @@ -
INT IIFIIS YA vAGa-fier ¥ eRFR f[Auee e w1 &E®|
AN ITFF WIOT FTAG F91 oNHazd 206078 fifs: 3 w1 MR - w7 T
T AT ISP AP© THTH |

G : (¢) JAT ITFOIIT SIFAF T STHI[E @ T e
2F RGN 9f%F TN v (@ fRE 336 oA FlAml P
DRISIERT FFIFe SAmaes @ ‘w77 FFee fAfw, “Remember the

gripping refrain from the opening pages of Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged? Much like

18



John Galt, Munin Barkotoki is this elusive but encompassing figure, a name imbued
with mystique through constant repetition. It wouldn’t have been easy to make a
literary figure’s life story seem heady. But using sheer artistic flair, photographer
and digital artist Shisir Basumatari tries to turn what might have been a routine

biography into something of a psychological thriller in The Real Mr Barkotoki.”

( Mihir Balantrapu ) |
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SQ@) A Tribute to Munin borkaotoki : Maheswar Neog
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Sb) In Memory of a cultured Man : Sheelabhadra
59) Some Memories of my friend, Munin : Krishna Bhuyan
St ) From One Solitude To Another : Meenaxi Barkotoki
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